
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

The Cleveland Vegan Society 
 
  
Your Project Title: Cleveland VegFest 2018 

Your Project Summary: The fifth annual Cleveland VegFest will be held in 2018 & be a fun & informative 

day using speakers, films, food demonstrations, music & children's activities to educate the community 

about vegan living. Presentations will focus on the benefits of veganism on health, environment, animal 

rights & social justice. VegFest will also involve local restaurants, businesses & nonprofits as exhibitors. 

Local businesses & community groups serve as sponsors & partners to the event. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. Applicant seeks funding for a cultural arts 

component of VegFest. The public benefit of the organization is evident. I would love to see more in the 

application about the music lineup and how musicians are selected, programed into the festival, what their 

pay scales are, etc. I was curious about what other ways VegFest could expand the cultural arts presence 

at the festival. No concerns about organizational capacity. Scores are certainly high on cultural vibrancy. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This is a YES for me!! The lifestyle of healthy and sustainable eating/living needs to be cultivated 

in our communities. Many people don't want to NOT have a healthier diet... many simply haven't had access 

to the information. Being aware of that gap and filling it through a fun and engaging festival will have a huge 

public benefit on the larger community they have defined. I love that Cleveland Vegan Society is 

conscientious about the lack of African American speakers on their roster because representation matters! 

There will be more of a turnout of people of color if they see themselves represented in the leadership. And, 

in my opinion, people of color NEED to be in attendance at festivals focused on health and wellness. I hope 

very much that they receive enough funding to keep this event free of charge, but I still admire them for 

holding true to not raising the admission fee to beyond $10. This application has my full support! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This is a case where they recognize the lack of representation of a certain segment of the 

community but I am not exactly sure how they address it with this event. They are not explicit in their plan 

to address. I see the names but I have no way of telling who they are or if they will help address the 

deficiency. They include some photos, for example, but it is not clear who these people are. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application clearly meets the funding criteria. While the public that might be particularly 

interested in this would be a small portion of the population, the relevancy for that segment is drawing 

individuals from other locations as well. This is a clear indication that the project is meeting a need and that 

same growth means the needs continues to be present. This aspect of cultural vibrancy is clearly important 

to the organization and to the public being served by the project. More information could have been provided 

about how the children's programming might include music this year. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 



The Cleveland Vegan Society - Continued  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal is a great example of an organization who has clearly identified the need to 

diversify and have determined concrete action steps in order to do so. The quality of the event and the 

organizational capacity to grow is evident. The public benefit, and the goals and measurement which 

dovetail nicely with their stated public benefit, are clear and logical. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

